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Aside from being subsumed under the SEL umbrella, Moral Education continues to advance on its own, 
separate from SEL.  
 
Note the keynote chapter of the 2014 Handbook of Moral Development (Smetana, Jambon and Ball 
2014), in which the authors place children’s moral development under the umbrella of “social domain 
theory,” which views social development as having three components—moral concepts, societal 
concepts, and psychological concepts (interpersonal relationships; understanding self and others). 
Thankfully, the authors do not posit yet another type of “intelligence,” and make no reference to Goleman 
or Sternberg. 
 
More recently, the same authors contribute to the Oxford Handbook of Parenting and Moral Development 
(Jambon and Smetana 2019). They examine children’s moral development through the lens of social 
domain theory. 
 

Parent-child interactions (conversations, supportive relationships) à understanding of moral 
norms 
 
Parent-child interactions à autonomy development (foundation for conceptualization of “rights”) 
 
Peer relationships have both positive and negative implic’s for moral development 
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